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Charity Needs Government Funding To Help Potential Victims Of The Big Thaw
Gordon Brown was working hard to cut a deal on climate change in Copenhagen, yet the Government’s reluctance to help fund the UK’s own National Flood Forum could leave millions of Britons in the lurch later this year.

Thousands of homes in Britain face the prospect of flooding once the Big Freeze ends, and the Big Thaw starts – but the UK charity that will help the victims is facing a funding crisis which could prevent it from helping those in need.

Flooding charity the National Flood Forum is facing the prospect of running out of money by late Spring if it cannot get funding confirmed before March. It is already stretched to its limits, and the prospect of more flooding victims thanks to highest levels of snow in the UK for 30 years will take it to breaking point.

The charity, run by chief executive Mary Dhonau and a small but dedicated team, has been stretched remarkably thinly because of the number of people needing help with flooding across the country each year. Last year in Cumbria alone, a total of 1,300 properties were flooded, leaving families needing assistance, which is primarily provided by the NFF.
It is when the minister and the cameras have gone that people turn to the NFF for support and guidance, and the charity comes into its own. Yet despite the NFF taking care of work that would otherwise fall on the Government, it has no form of official Government backing, and without it, would have to close by March because it is set to run out of money.

The charity does get some Government funding, but it is in return for work it does for the various agencies. For example, the NFF does ‘Flood Resilience’ consultancy work for Defra, and runs ‘Flood Defence Fairs’ for the Environment Agency, and is paid a nominal amount for updating the Blue Pages Directory.

However, it is unable to get any funding at all for its community support role, the vital face-to-face function that makes such a difference to flood victims in their hour of need, not to mention manning the helplines and email support services. This is despite the equivalent organisation in Scotland – the Scottish Flood Forum – being fully funded by the Scottish Government.

So MyMoneyDiva.com, the personal finance website for women, has started a campaign alongside the NFF to try to get Government funding for the charity, so it can continue its valuable work for as long as people need it.


Alison Steed, editor of MyMoneyDiva.com, said: “It is disgraceful that Gordon Brown is willing to offer billions of pounds to help far-flung countries to deal with climate change, yet is not prepared to give even £1m to help the NFF. The Scottish Government has already seen its way to fully funding the Scottish Flood Forum, so it smacks of inequity that the National Flood Forum is not receiving similar help to continue its work.

“In the great scheme of things, £1m is small change to the Government, but would make such a difference to the charity, and consequently to those in the UK at risk of, or suffering from, flooding.”
Mary Dhonau, OBE, chief executive of the NFF, said: “Having been flooded ourselves we fully understand the stress and trauma that being flooded brings with it. We are often more trusted than Government agencies, but we are desperately in need of this funding to ensure we can continue to help the people at risk of flooding in England and Wales. But in all honesty, that money would enable us to do so much more than we can now.”
But face-to-face support is not the extent of their involvement. More than 1m people regularly use the charity’s website to get guidance on flood avoidance measures, and how to deal with flooding claims. Its Blue Pages directory has become a key resource for those who have been, or could be, affected by flooding. Without this funding help, all of this would disappear.

Alison Steed added: “The staff at the NFF are trying desperately to spread themselves across the country, and are travelling thousands of miles each month to help those who have suffered a flood. It would be a tragedy if these people were denied that help because of penny-pinching by the Government in relation to the needs of those in places such as Cumbria. Some 1,300 properties were flooded in that county in November, and it was the NFF that was on the scene providing what assistance they could.
“That is why MyMoneyDiva.com is keen to help the NFF highlight its position and try to press the Government to help with funding. So we urge people to sign up to our petition at www.mymoneydiva.com and make sure Gordon Brown knows the strength of feeling there is about this issue.”

Ms Dhonau OBE, added: “We could use that funding to place extra staff members around the country who would be able to provide help and support to those suffering from flooding more quickly, and to continue our face-to-face work within communities, giving them to tools and advice to help themselves and to work with those who manage their flood risk, and to provide a source of advice by raising awareness before the floods hit. It would make a real difference to us, but more importantly, it would make a real difference to flooding victims in England and Wales.
“I have written to the Floods Minister Huw Irranca-Davies to ask for more funding for the National Flood Forum, and he has agreed to meet me. We are asking everyone to rally behind us and to sign the online petition to show their support for the work we do.”
To sign the petition, please go to www.mymoneydiva.com and click the button on the homepage.
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